
About the Lists of stars found to be Variable 

The lists are still being created and updated. The first one to be published here is ‘varlist-a’. At first 

publication all they contain is some basic information. As an example here is star a00297: 

cat name          other ID 1       other ID 2            Magm      Magr       Period1            J 2000 position                      

                                                                                  (max)      (range)        (days)                                               

a00297     3589  116201   GSC 3589-1162         9.807     0.014         0.072746     21 12 50.23  45 25 44.9  

The ‘a’ in my catalogue name indicates the observing area, ‘a’ to  ‘i’ in Cygnus and ‘p’ in Auriga. For a 
definition of the area and stats see ‘The Cygnus Project- more detail’ 

The 2nd column, other ID 1, will nearly always be the ID of the star in the USNO B1.0 catalogue, which 
I used a lot in the early days of the project. In the case of GCVS, NSV or other known variable stars 
(which designation will normally be under ID 2) this column may (very rarely) be used for other 
indications, for example star a05070.  

The 3rd column, Other ID 2, is a bit ramshackle at the moment and was intended to indicate that the 
star had known interest, other IDs of potential interest like BD, Tycho, IRAS, GCSV, Carbon etc. 
and also, where it was already known as a variable star when I found it, that column will be the VSC 
or NSV number.  

The value of Magm, the magnitude at the brightest for the star is derived from a comparison star, or 
set of comparison stars all seen through an Astronomic red filter (a curve for that is, or will be, on 
this website under ‘Equipment Data’) and using values from USNO or from the CMC catalogue. That 
value will usually be different from measurements made by others.   

Magr is the observed range of variation in the star. This is much more accurately known than Magm. 
For stable periodic stars where a phase plot is feasible it is the peak to peak amplitude of the phase 
plot. For fast irregular variables it is the maximum observed range. For slow irregular variables it is 
the p-p variation over the years of observation of the averages of complete nights. 

The information in the lists will not be completed until the end of 2017 but there will be a lot of data 

available from first publication.  To get the website started I chose a selection of stars from those 

with a small range and those with fast periods.   

At 26/10/16 the main area ‘a’ list is 1024 long. I know that some of the stars in the ‘a’ list will be 

removed after further study but also there are some still to be added. 

Initially just the lists from area ‘a’ will appear on this website. There will be 9 further ones for areas 

‘b’ – ‘i’ and ‘p’ and they will be added during 2017. 

All of these lists are subject to change as more information is obtained and I’m sure there are a 

number of errors in them. I’ll correct them as I find them and please, dear reader, tell me when you 

find one! The lists are simply named for the area, eg:  varlist-a, varlist-b etc.  

Area ‘a’ stars will all be added in the first few months of 2017. If anyone reading this would like to 

see a particular star or set of stars please make contact and they will be added to the website within 

a few days. 

Every list will be subject to revisions all during 2017. 

                


